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ABRAHAM's SACRIFICE: 


1 Fe ROM the third is dawn'd the Orient Light, 2 
5 | When Abraham gaimd the deſtin d Mountain? 8 Height; ; 
And Jaac now, their Journey” 8 period found, 
Had thrown his cumbrous Burthen to the Ground ; 3 
His Load of Wood, with ſolemn Rite afſign'd, 
To burn the Sacrifice by God enjoir'd. 
: And now the ready Care, and zealous Toil | 
Of Sire and Son, had rear d the ſacred Pile ; ; 
| When thus (yet oft with Sighs} his Utt'rance broke, 
And oft with guſhing Tears) th. the Patriarch ch 
1 | Thou l 
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Thou, in whom Heay' n's beſt Love to me was ſhown, . 


Kind, ood, and duteous, Oh, my darling Son! 
: Firm to my | Soul, whom all dear Ties « engage, 
- Crown of my Hopes, and Comfort of my Age! 
3 Now by the Ardor of thy Faith diſplay'd, 
And ſummon all thy Virtues to thy Aid, 
To hear the Doom, by God's own Voice decreed, 


That thou, Oh, can I ſpeak it! thou muſt bleed ! . 
ET hy harmleſs 1, 2 runs the dread Command, 


Muſt here be offer; d by thy Father s Hand; 
Fain, fain, Heav' n knows, by ſtrong Reluctance e peel, 
: And partial Nature pleading i in my Breaſt 5- 
Fain would I have miſtook the facred Call; 
Twas Dream, *twas Fancy, 'twas Illuſion all: 
Can God, I reaſon'd, his own Law controul, 


Imprets'd lo deeply on the human Soul ; 


— 


His Law, which, as the law Divine, they dread, 
Prohibits Man Man- 8 vital Blood to ſhed 4 


Did 
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Did he eſtabliſh this a Rule to bind, 


Through all ſucceſſive Ages, all Mankind! 2 


| And can he, ever Gracious, Joft, and Mild, 
Can He command me to deftroy my Child! 1 


Alas! why not ? who ſhall maintain the Strife 
With Him, ſole Sov reign, Arbiter of Life Þ 
On theſe plain Terms, He gives us all to ſee, 
Now born, the ætherial Light, and bids us Be, 


That whenſoe ver He, or ſoon or late, 8 


Shall ſummon us to leave our earthly State, 

The Body i Its congenial Duft muſt claim, 

The Soul return to God, from whom it came: 7 
And ſure for this, the Time, the Means, the Way, | 
| "Tis He to chooſe; his providential Sway, 

Inflicts the ſadden Stroke, or flow Decay; 3 


To each inferior Cauſe he gives its Weight, 
8 And arms with all ; its Darts the Hand of Fate 


Then 


TS 
Then, great Creator! ſince 'tis thy Decree, 
That Jac now muſt fall, and fall by me, 
Proftrate and mute, I bow before thy Mee 
Thy Name be hallow'd, and thy Will be done. 
Of thy dread Voice has flbd me with Delight, 
Or 1 in the Tfance, or Viſion of the Night; 0 
And ſtill, as I obey'd | it, haſt thou ſhed 


EF” Riches, and Peace, and Honours round my Head ; 


A Shall I now reſift the well- known Call, 
And grudge one Gift to Thee, who gavſt me All: i 


Haſt thou ſo bleſt my whole long Life- time paſt, 
And ſhall I now forſake thee at the laſt ; P 


Yet, my good God! all gracious as thou; art, 


Forgive t the Yearnings of a Parent's Heart! 5 

That my poor Service may be rightly paid, 
: Support my Frailneſs with thy heav” ny Aid; 
And ſuffer not. by this hard Inſtance try'd, 
My ſtedfaſt Faith in Thee to ſtart aſide, 


—_ 


1 8 


Thus far his Grief the reverend Sire _ 


A copious Flood of Tears forbad the reſt ; 


When aa thus----Ill muſt 1 It ſurely ſuit, 
When God commands, for Mortals to diſpute 3 ; 
His Will, once ſpoke, the whole Creation awes; - 
1 And, what! am I to make a Moment's pauſe? 
But here fo plainly ſtands his Love expreſt, 
Here to Obey 18 only to be bleſt. 


ä To God's own Preſence, and the Realms of Day, 
: With eager Tranſport catch the effulgent Ray ; 4 


Snatch'd from the Il to come, nor doom'd to know, 
The Arrange Viciſſitudes of human Woe. 
5 Can I, beneath good  Abrahant 8 forming! Hand, 
In heavenly Truth, and ficady Virtue ſtand; 
Taught, 5 on my God! with one perperual Aim, 
: To TER thy Service, and to fear chy Name; 


Can I not hope, unbodied when I roam, 


Where Souls immortal find their deftin'd Home ; 
= u— — 


In that new World thy Goodneſs let me ſhare, 


And praiſe and bleſs my kind Preſerver there. 
Can 1 thy Mercy 1 not ſecurely truſt, 


To hide my human Frailties in the Duſt 7 

Aud there admit me, (one ſhort Struggle « 0 00 
Where Death, and Sin, and Sor row are no more. 

But, Oh, my Father ! How ſhall he ſuſtain, 

i This Load of Woe, this heart-oppreſſing Pain pF 


/ Cancell'd at on to view high Heav n's Decree, 5 


Of Bleſſings to his future Race in me: 1 
[ His Hopes all blaſted, all his Comforts fled, 


bond 


* And bring with Sorrow to the Grave his Head, . 
| Him, though the op ning Scenes my Thoughts employ, 
Of Heaven and Raptures of Immortal Joy, 
b Yet him, with deep Affliction, 1 condole, 
And feel his Anguiſh | in my inmoſt Soul. = 
With juſt Rebuke, the Patriarch mild replies, 
In vain, my Son, thy anxious Terrors riſe; —-_ 


Thinkft 


LC: ] 
| Thinkft thou that Change affects th eternal Will; 
Hath God once ſaid, and ſhall not He fulfill 
| Revolving Time muſt bring the dreadful Day, 
When Heay n and Earth diſſolvd ſhall paſs. mT” 3 


5 At once this glorious univerſal Frame, 


; Shall tottering ſink amidſt the crackling Flame; * 


5 Oer the wild Waſte ſhall Ruin fad prevail, 


— 


my But not one Tittle of his Word ſhall fail. 


| Thee, the juſt Heir of all my Hopes to come, 
His Goodneſs gave me from the barren Womb ; Ls 


Thee the ſame Goodneſs, facrific'd and ſlain, 
Can raiſe and quicken 1 into Life again: 5 

Or as the Seed, which from the Sower 8 Hand, 
Soon dies, and rots beneath che furrow'd Land, 
Yet with new Strength reviv'd, eſſay s to riſe, 
And ſeek the genial Influence of the Skies; * 
The rip ning Ears that yellow! Harveſt viell, 
A filing Eur © crowns t the fertile Field: 


. 
So from what here the allowed Pile muſt burn, 
Ex n from thy Aſhes ſleeping 1 in their Urn, 


A new corporeal Syſtem he may frame, 

þ And reinſpire the aſſumiating Flame. 
Events to come, and F ate by God defign'd, 
| The Counſels of his own Omniſcient Mind 


| Himſelf alone ſurveys; but here we reſt, 


j Tis his, to Mang his Pleaſure to hy, 
Ours to adore, to tremble, and obey. 

[ Yet, had! it rather pleas d the Will Divine, 
To ſpare my Jace 8 Life, and call for Mine, 
In her own Tens let Nature run, 


* 
f Nor bi bid the Sire ſurvive the laughter'd Son; 


l Now had l chen, my Courſe all faithful an 


My End by 7 
How had I joy'd to hear his Orders given, 


Calm and ſubmiſſive to the Stroke of Heaven; 


God's expreſs Acceptance crowd; . 


That what He Wills muſt be, and muſt be beſt E 
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E 
In Praiſe reſign'd my laſt expiring Breath, 


And meet ſerene the cold Embrace of Death . 


He faid: and both the facred Rite prepare, 
1 5 And both pour out their Souls in ardent Pray r, TT 
And humble Hope, Heav'r n's weightmoſt . Aid to find, E 


555 3 


Wakes ev ry latent Virtue i in their Mind : 
And now the Altar blaz'd; with inward Strife 
Abraham, fore chang'd, upraisd the glitt ring Kniſe; j 
His pious Zeal repreſt | his heartful Woe, 
Slow rais'd his trembling Hand to ſtrike the Blow : 3 


t1@ v3 '- 


When lo! effulgent with amazing Light, 

5 Its Form celeſtial ſtood before his Sight ; 3 
| Leſs glorious ſhines, his rapid Race to run, 

| Forth iſſuing from his Eaſtern Goal, the Sun : y 

: The Patriarch gazd, nor Speech nor Motion found, 
And dropt his lifted Weapon to the Ground: 

A pious Care the pit y ing Angel ſhow'd, 

And thus his ſolemn Words complacent flow'd : 


D 3 Sheath, 


Sheath, Abraham, ſheath the Sword ; in gracious Part 
Accepts th? Almighty thy obedient Heart; 
For the full Forfeit takes thy Service done, 
And freely gives thee thy devoted Son. 
Now hear, thou faithful Man, whilſt I unfold 
Succeſſive Scenes, illuſtrious to behold, 4 : 


Of Fame to thee, and wondrous Love deſign'd, 
On thy diflinguiſh'd Race to human Kind. 
; ; Try, if thou canſt by numb ring, to explore, : 


. All the looſe Atoms on the ſandy Shore; ö 
Or upw ards turn thy penetrating Eye, 


And count Ge radiant Spangles of the Sky; ; 
23 Like theſe, ſhall Jaac J Progeny outgop * 4 
What Bounds or Thought can reach, or Number owe 
7 Fr rom his fam'd Seed, as Heav n its Aid ſupplies, FO, 
| Shall States be fam d, and mighty Empires riſe; 


And Kings ordain'd 1 in future Realms to ſhine, e 
Shall boaſt their hi Stock, deriv'd from thine. 


+ 4 13 , 
But one fair Branch God's s larger Love muſt ſhare, 


His choſen People, his peculiar Care: 


Himſelf confeſt, ſhall own their favour'd Cauſe, 
1 Conduct their Councils, » and preſcribe | their Laws; 
Himſelf ſhall raiſe, inſpired with matchleſs Might, 

; For Rule their Judges, and their Chiefs for Fight : 


Ho er them ſhall his fierce Wrath ate 


3 And tufn old Nature fro 1 


The faithleſs Nations gathering: all around; 
How oft ſhall riſe his wonder-working Say, 5 


] ICT deflin'd Way, . 
| To cruſh whoeyer their  conquiling . Arms withſtand, 


And Plant his People i in the promis d Land 17 
Whilſt the vain World, to impious Rights reſign'd, 
| To Luſts abandon'd, and to Reaſon blind; 
3 Stray 1 in the Dark, to them, to chem 9 
Shall Heaven 8 . Will and genuine Truth be known: 2 
Religion ſhall be theirs, her ſacred Ray e : 
Shall Wiſdom pour, to guide them i in their r Way 5 p— 
1 For 


14 ] 
For this ſhall heavenly Seers, diredtly taught, | 
/ | God's great Deſign impreſt upon their Thought, } 12 


From Age to Age his gradual Word diſplay,” | 
And ſhed the chearful dawning of the Day, 2 
Till! in fall Light Me N ales ſelf ſhall riſe, ELD, 


Sprung from thy Seed, deſcending from the Skis 5 


Stupendous Union ! Heaven and Earth combin'd, 
Incarnate God, to reſcue loſt Mankind! = 
With him erſt fled from Sin? 8 polluting Stain, 1 7 
Shall : ancient Virtue viſit Earth again. : „ 
Peace ſent from Heaven If bleſs the World bels., „ 3 
"1 And like the dpreading Sea ſhall Knowledge flow ; ; 
Mercy divine Meſſiah ſhall bring down e e : 
To ſinful Man; ; and mighty! 1 Renown, Fe re 8 | 
Shall break Hell's Power and tyrannic Chain, 8 295 
| And end the long Reproach of Sathh's Reign, nn. 
He faid----and, inſtant , pleas? o whillt they purſue. 
The e Ldearraniſhed from their View; ; 


A thou- 


„ 


A thouſand Thoughts their reaſoning, Powers controul ; 
And deep Amazement fills the lab'ring Soul ; 
Yet, all t. aey could to ſhew their juſt Regard, 7 
A Beaſt they bring for Sacrifice prepar'd, 
And burn the vicarious Victim to the Lord: 
Then, ponckring all the Wonders of che Day, 


With Hearts exuking, homewards bent their Way. 
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